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Ocean County Soil Conservation District Recipient of the 2011 USEPA
Region 2 Environmental Quality Award for Local Government

Ocean County Soil Conservation District — Valuing Partners and Building Partnerships

Each April, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), Region 2 honors individuals and
organizations who have contributed significantly to improving the environment in New Jersey, New
York, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. To be selected for the prestigious Environmental Quality
Award, nominees must have:

e Significantly contributed to improving environmental quality in the region.

e Demonstrated a high achievement level in the award category.

e Created unique or location-specific benefits, produced results that are sustainable or
reproducible, or increased public involvement in environmental action.

The Ocean County Soil Conservation District is one of fifteen districts in New Jersey that provide for
conservation of soil and water resources and the control and prevention of soil erosion in New Jersey.
OCSCD's involvement in conservation has expanded over the years, keeping pace with the continuing
development and growth of Ocean County. Its mission is now multi-faceted, including the enforcement
of Chapter 251, education and public outreach programs, and the research and development of
techniques to improve soil health and water quality. As an active member of the New Jersey Natural
Resources Program, the Ocean County Soil Conservation District has established itself as an integral part
of local and regional conservation initiatives. In New Jersey, each District implements programs within
their geographic regions through a core Conservation Partnership which includes the State Soil
Conservation Committee, NJ Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Districts, USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service, NJ Association of Conservation Districts and Rutgers Cooperative
Extension.

The Staff and Supervisors of OCSCD understand the value of partners and have excelled at identifying
organizations and agencies with common interests and in creating mutually beneficial relationships.
Together, OCSCD has been able to optimize funding opportunities and expertise for a range of programs
projects, and initiatives. Furthermore, OCSCD recognizes the difference between simply partnering -
shared interest, and creating and nurturing partnerships ¢ working together toward a unified goal. In
the development of partnerships, OCSCD often takes a leadership role in bringing multiple groups
together and collaborating on projects. OCSCD stands out as the government agency that seeks to unify
natural resource conservation on the local level. We recognize that together, partnerships can
accomplish far more than each working alone. OCSCD has created extensive partnerships throughout


http://www.ocscd.org/

the watershed, region, and nation. Local government partners include the Barnegat Bay Partnership,
Ocean County Parks Department, Ocean County Planning Board, NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife, NJ
Division of Parks and Forestry, New Jersey Forest Service, Marine Academy of Technology and
Environmental Sciences, Ocean County Mosquito Commission, and others. Various non-government
organizations, including Jacques Cousteau National Estuarine Research Reserve, South Jersey Resource
and Conservation Council, American Littoral Society, Clean Ocean Action, Pinelands Preservation
Alliance, NJ Marine Sea Grant Consortium, Jenkinsons Aquarium, Natural Resource Education
Foundation of NJ, and the Alliance for New Jersey Environmental Education also collaborate on
educational programs and work together to connect messages, share resources and ideas, and expand
our outreach.

OCSCD has been a strong local leader in various initiatives and educational programs.
Some highlights, projects and accomplishments include:

=

Stormwater Basin Restorations ¢ Collaborative Project with Ocean County ¢ 10 basins restored

Rain Garden & Outdoor Classroom Development ¢ 34 throughout Ocean County schools

3. Soil Health Conferences ,Workshops & Initiatives ¢ OCSCD is planning the second Annual Soil

Health Conference for Fall 2011

Barnegat Bay Environmental Educators Roundtable ¢ April 27, 2011 ¢ 14" Annual

5. Discovering Barnegat Bay Activity Guide ¢ Trained over 350 area teachers to educate students
about local cultural, historical and natural resource

6. Low Maintenance Landscaping ¢ A Guidebook for Homeowners ¢( currently under revision)
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Please contact the OCSCD for more information about any of our programs or visit our website at
www.ocscd.org.

The Ocean County Soil Conservation District will be recognized at USEPA headquarters in Manhattan on
April 29, 2011. For more information about the USEPA Awards, please visit:
http://www.epa.gov/region2/egal/inde x.html .
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